
Guidelines and Training Resources (1/4) 

In accordance with the RCPCH Time To Move On (2014) and PCCS (2021) standards, clinical guidelines / clinical pathways should be in use covering the provision of 
paediatric critical care support, including: 

Care of children with: 
- Bronchiolitis and acute respiratory failure 
- Seizures and Status epilepticus 
- Diabetic ketoacidosis 
- Acute asthma
- Upper Airway obstruction
- Pain management
- Infection Prevention Control (IPC) 
- Heated Humidified High Flow Therapy (HHHFT)
- Cardiac arrhythmias 
- The child undergoing surgery 
- Trauma 
- Long-term ventilation (for those hospitals established in this)

All hospitals should either have their own local policy on the above or utilise the CATS 
guidelines (https://cats.nhs.uk/clinical-guidelines/). They should also utilise the STOPP tool for 
the safe transferring of patients and adopt the Pan London HHHFT Guidelines and the Acute 
CPAP guidelines. 

Please note: the NICE Management of Bronchiolitis Guidelines were updated in 2021: The 
oxygen saturation cut off of 90% rather than 94% for sending recovering infants home was 
agreed. Note: Over 92% for babies under 6 weeks or children of any age with underlying health 
conditions. https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng9/chapter/1-Recommendations

NTPN/STPN/NHSE Infection Prevention and Control guidelines updated in October 2023 by 
PHE representative Sally Kingsland, the DIPC’s, NHSE and the Network Clinical Leads and Lead 
Nurses. Found in letter format here or in poster format here

The rate limiting factors for implementation and utilisation of relevant policies and guidance could be due to lack of effective communication and cascading of information throughout 
the teams. It could also be impacted by ease of access to documents in times of urgent need.

Implementation of the Acute CPAP guideline going above 1 year/ 10 kg will be determined by local teams based on available expertise, equipment and local agreed policy. 

Local surge strategy planning to consider / include (NTPN Recommendation)

1. Ensure STOPP tool available and embedded in practice. 
2. Ensure Pan London HHHFT guideline in place. Can be located here: 
3. Ensure NTPN/ EoE Acute CPAP guideline in place. 
4. Ensure adequate IPC guidelines/ policies in place which are agreed across units, PHE, London DIPC’s, NTPN and NHS England.
5. Ensure LTV Hub poster and LTV Clinical guideline in place
6. Ensure NTPN PICU Step Down Policy and 16-17 Referral Guideline available
7. All these guidelines are available on the Winter Surge Hub poster 

https://cats.nhs.uk/clinical-guidelines/
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng9/chapter/1-Recommendations
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m4uurXiGCb00J7ffYJeJy1g_liipO2e1/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12CvbMHJyxQECqBKvZDtF1BRKUx16iiOI/view?usp=share_link
https://cats.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/STOPP-Tool-V15-Sept-2022-eversion.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1InIt97ik9dten4wRl1FezJZ20frKblN4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wm2QBhZL0CnPUyqxsaO1FKY_MUdzz92k/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m4uurXiGCb00J7ffYJeJy1g_liipO2e1/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IkzbAjsuDBOb43v0HWYLiEURI-faghSN/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11R6yisLVoufJNDjZNk_5duazPUWC_19S/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcgAOSy4r7iOhbXm2ZqaX_QsrHTB4ZeS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hF_Wm9fOiKG2M-nnlZCP8CC3hBY4rOMg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tv3bqQqEk-zp02ct1SspgcfzGb4tbUDB/view?usp=sharing

